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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Complete hands-on experience with 
horses and riding. *See website for 
discount details.  Advance reservations 
required. 

Daily or Weekly  
Beginning June 5 

Horse Camp 
 Summer at Trackrock Stables 

706-745-5252 

 www.Trackrock.com 

Get up to $50 off*  

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults 

Let us service your hearing devices 
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia

63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

b u r g e r s  &  s o u t h e r n  e a t s

‘

Monday - Thursday 11AM-9PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM-10PM 

Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from 

the Square, across from City Hall

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Impact Design, Inc.
Owner, LuAnn Head

307C Cleveland Street • Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674

Laser Engraving • Custom Apparel • Promotional Products
Website: impactdesigninc.co

132 N Main St #107, 
Hiawassee, Ga 30546

706-896-7999

We now have a small business 
center in your local at&t store. 

Come in and see Shannon Richards!

Blairsville & Surrounding Areas

917-595-7230

Cakes & Cupcakes 
for any 

Special Occasion

Sandra Nix
Custom Cakes

Gluten Free Available 417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Serving North Georgia for 30 years

Tax Problems? Tax Solutions!

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 • Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net • (706) 632-2727

950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

North Georgia Sales LLC

We understand that finding the perfect 
combination of quality and affordability can 
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to 

provide the best buying experience possible.

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB
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Burglary...from Page 1A

a flashlight.
The male first tries 

yanking on the door to the 
store before moving out of 
view from the camera, and in 
another clip, he approaches 
from around the corner with a 
dumbbell workout weight.

Switching to an interior 
view of the store, another 
surveillance clip captures the 
smashing of the front door as 
the bottom half of the door’s 
glass is shattered using the 
suspect’s dumbbell.

The man then ducks 
through the hole he’s created 
in the glass and rushes to the 
register, where he quickly opens 
the drawer and removes all the 
cash, even checking below the 
register before bolting from the 
premises.

An undisclosed amount 
of cash was taken from the 
store, though the cost to repair 
the door will be more than what 
was stolen, according to UCSO 
Lt. Daren Osborn.

The whole operation, 
from smashing through the door 
to leaving with the cash, took 
the suspect about 10 seconds, 
according to Lt. Osborn.

Later that same morning, 
the red/orange Jeep from the 
Food Heaven video pulled 
into the Nantahala General 
Store  in  Swain  County, 
North Carolina, according to 
surveillance footage shared 
by the Swain County Sheriff’s 
Office Facebook page.

The same white male can 
be seen exiting the parked Jeep, 
from which he pulls the same 
dumbbell to smash the door to 
the General Store.

An accomplice is clearly 
illuminated by the interior 
light of the Jeep during the 
commission of the Swain 
County burglary, and can be 
seen interacting with the man 
who smashed the glass doors 
of both locations. 

No cash was available 
for stealing at the Swain 
County store, but according to 
the Nantahala General Store 
Facebook page, repairing the 
damage done by the burglar 
may cost upwards of $1,000.

The  Union  County 
Sheriff’s Office is currently 
tracking a person of interest 
they believe to be native to 

North Carolina, though the 
individuals involved had yet 
to be located as of press time 
Monday.

Lt. Osborn is confident 
that the suspects will soon be 
apprehended, and when they 
are, those involved are looking 
to face burglary and criminal 

The burglar used a dumbbell to break into the store.

Investigators are confident that this burglar will be caught. The 
cost of the damage the thief did to the store’s door was greater 
than the amount he was able to steal in cash.

damage to property charges, 
according to Lt. Osborn. 

Investigators have asked 
that anyone with information 
contact the Union County 
Sheriff ’s Office Criminal 
Investigations Division at 
(706) 439-6066, and ask for 
Lt. Osborn.

Festival is the only festival that 
occurs around the courthouse 
each year, and that one of the 
reasons it continues to draw 
crowds is that traffic is allowed 
to flow during the festival, 
giving curious motorists who 
are out for a nice spring cruise 
something to think about.

The DDA has been 
successful in recent years 
in encouraging downtown 
merchants to open their doors 
specifically for the festival.

“It’s very profitable for 
our downtown merchants, 
and this year we’ve got a lot 
more that are participating,” 
said Harper. “For example, 
Foodland is going to be 
participating. They’re going 
to be doing a food booth, and 
it’s the first time they’ve ever 
done it.

“We try to encourage 
downtown businesses to either 
have specials or to stay open 
later, or to open on a day they 
normally don’t, such as a 

Festival...from Page 1A

Sunday. It’s good all-around 
for everybody, and the tax 
dollars that get generated from 
it are obviously good for the 
community.”

Cont inued  Harper : 
“I work with the Historical 
Society – I couldn’t do this 
on my own, and they couldn’t 
do it on their own. So, we 
work together and we split the 
proceeds.” 

The festival is free to 
attend, with plenty of free 
downtown parking available.

“It’s a great way to get 
out and spend a weekend, come 
rain or shine,” said Harper.

Coinciding with the 
start of the festival will be 
the Blairsville-Union County 
Memorial Day Parade that will 
start at 10 a.m. that Saturday, 
May 27. The parade will make 
its way around the Downtown 
B la i r sv i l l e  Squa re  and 
ultimately over to the Union 
County War Memorial.

Blairsville’s own World 

War II Army Veteran John 
Hoyt Hamby will be the Grand 
Marshal of the parade, and 
retired Maj. Gen. Maria Britt of 
the Army National Guard will 
serve as the keynote speaker of 
the Memorial Day Ceremony 
that will take place at the War 
Memorial shortly after the 
conclusion of the parade.

Traffic will be closed 
to the parade route, but the 
roads will be opened back up 
following the parade.

Other festivals coming up 
this year include the Blairsville 
Scottish Festival and Highland 
Games, on June 10 and June 
11; the Butternut Creek Arts 
& Crafts Festival, July 15 
and July 16; the Mountain 
Heritage Festival on Labor 
Day Weekend; the Indian 
Summer Festival of Suches, 
the first weekend in October; 
and the Blairsville Sorghum 
Festival, the second and third 
weekends in October.


